Birding Malaysia and Singapore July 2010

By Lim Kim Seng {bisbill@yahoo.conp

Introduction

Gail Mackernan got in touch with mi® do a threalay stopover trip to try and see some
Malaysian birds and in particular, the mythical Rail Babbler, before her big trip to
Sulawesi and Halmahera. Her other companions were Colin Campbell, Barry Cooper and
Anthony Quinn. We spent two half dayand one full day at Panti Forest Reserve,
recording 110 species and an additional 35 species elsewhere in Malaysia and Singapore.

Day One

We met at the lobby of Changi Village Hotel
arrival, we birded the lpasant environs of coastal Changi. We saw 2 Oriental Pied
Hornbills gallivanting outside the hotel and also picked up Common Goldenback, Red
breasted Parakeet, Tanimbar Corella and Gaeked Sunbird.

AQ duly arrived at 9.30 am and we left Changi prdgnfor the long drive to Malaysia.
We arrived at the sandy shores of Jason’s B:
on the east coast of Johor to attempt to see the Malaysian Plover.

We spent an hour from 2.00 pm and combed the beach for aboutblitkfailed to see

the cryptic ploverHowever, we saw two magnificient Whiteellied Sea Eagles soaring

in the sea breeze as well as Brahminy Kite, lots of Swift Tern perched on poles, Collared
Kingfishers and around a stand of casuarinas, Bhanged Hycatchershrike, Common

lora and Greater Racksdiled Drongo.

The high tide didn’t help 1 mprove things an
Reserve.
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Male Les®r Green Leafbir€hloropsis cyanopogoat Panti Forest Reserve. Photo ©
Colin Campbell.

We arrived at Panti Forest Reserve at 3.30 pm and drove past the deserted sentry post.
There was a slight drizzle but some subdued bird activity. | stopped by the swamp to be
greeted by a trio of swifts the oddshaped Silverumped Spinetail, rad Greyrumped

and Whiskered Treeswift3here were many stuff of interest at the swamp. We scoped a
fine male Cinnamoimeaded Green Pigeon to add to the many Little Green Pigeons we
had already seen. We were awed by a male Wrinkled Hornbill that flésvperch for

some time in a tall dead tree and a Banded Broadbill.



Male Scarlerumped TrogorHarpactes duvaucelat Panti Forest Reserve. Photo ©
Colin Campbell.

Moving past the swamp to the shrine, we found a superb male Jamibuwove, four
Greyandbuff Woodpeckersa stunning male Scarletmped Trogon White-crowned
Forktail and more bulbuls

Eventually, we reached the first stream where we were greeted by calls of Great Argus
and Indian Cuckoo. We also saw afflyWreat hed Hornbill and Raffle
breasted Malkohas as well as a Blaridyellow Broadbill.



A side trip to the temple trail, where good tall trees abound, failed to elicit any birds of
interest except for another Scantatmped Trogon and so wecided to call it a day at
6.00 pm.

We ended Day One with 81 species fromthreesitteh angi, Jason’s Bay an

Day Two

After a quick breakfast at the newly opened
Panti and were ready by 6.00 am. Wevet all the way to the first stream and then
worked our way out, including another foray into the temple trail.

We managed to connect well with three different fRedrded Beeaters and a perched
Rufouscollared Kingfisher, and had good looks at Whitied, Banded, Crimson
winged and Checkehroated Woodpeckers. The Great Argus was heard again and we
also saw two Black Hornbills, our fourth hornbill of the trip.

After lunch and a short siesta, we were again back at Panti at 3.30 pm. This time, we
birded the temple trailend beyond the first stream until just before the second stream
some 8 km in.

There was still some breeding activity for we found an Asian Drang&oo being fed
by an Olivewinged Bulbul at the first stream and a Creasnted Bulbu feeding its
fledgling.

Our bird list was climbing steadily and we almost got our mega target just before 6.00 pm.
This was near the second stream and we were about to call it a day when we heard our
first Rail Babbler of the trip, just off the track. Viaickly positioned ourselves and tried

to lure the bird out with imitated calls. The bird moved in and got quite close.
Unfortunately, this was when the heavens decided to open up and we were soon caught in
a heavy downpour. All of us except CC retredtethe car. CC had an umbrella and he
waited for 15 minutes in heavy rain but without avail. Eventually, he returned and we
retreated to the town.

Our exciting Day Two gave us 86 species including the-mess with the Rail Babbler.
We resolved to try hder and after another excellent seafood dinner, we got to bed.

Day Three

We were already at the Bunker Trail by 5.30 am and it was still quite dark when we got
past the visitor centre. As this was our last day in Panti, we decided to head for the Rall
Babbler site as soon as possible. A Buffy Fish Owl at the swamp proved a good early
morningsighting and near the shrine, we got out of the car to investigate the bird activity.



Around 7.00 am, we got past the swaatlper locating two Black Magpieand saw
several Common Emerald Doves walking on the trail near the shrine. Suddenly, we heard
that distinctive monotone whistle yet again just off trail, close to the shrine. Our hearts
pumping furiously, we positioned ourselves. What followed was siraphelievable!

The Rail Babbler ran across the track and into the forest on the other side. We waited and
then heard the bird call again. CC played a short burst from his ipod and we only had to
wait a few minutes before it showed itself on an exposed byamclear view, just ten
metres from us. It called and then proceeded to perform a courtship display, first bowing
to the left and then to the right. It performed in this manner, oblivious of the excitement it
was causing to the human observers, for dgeminutes! After getting record shots, we

left the Rail Babbler, still displaying, and gave each otherfives. Mission
accomplished!

Rail BabblerEupetes macroceruwas Panti Forest Reserveeen at last! Photo © Colin
Campbell

We explored theéemple trail and had good looks at a juvenile Malaysian Hawk Cuckoo.
It gave a continuous low pitch call and got visits from its foster parent, a male-White
rumped Shama.
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Malaysian Hawk Cuckoslierococcyx fugaat Panti Forest Reserve. Photo © Colin
Canpbell.

Moving deeper into the temple trail, we saw a flock of Little Green Pigeons feeding in a
fruiting tree and located several juveniles. We also had good viewsvefal Dusky
Broadbills andthe colourful Yellowbellied Bulbul here.
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JuvenileLittle Green Pigeoifreron olaxat Panti Forest Reserve. Photo © Colin
Campbell.

Eventually, we decided to say goodbye to Panti Forest Reserve and her amazing birds at
12.30 pm and return to Singapore. Along the way, we met a couple of irate Singaporean
bird photographers who were stopped by rangers asking for permits. We saw a ranger at
his sentry post, gave him a friendly smile and then drove on without any incident.
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Dusky BroadbillCorydon sumatranuat Panti Forest Reserve. Photo © Colin Campbell.

We had lunch at Kota Tinggi catching up on our notes before heading back to Singapore.
We reached Singapore around 3.00 pm and arrived at Kranji Dam half an hour later.

We spent ninety minutes exploring the car park and open grassland. Oof lzskting

some of the more elusive common birds were not helped by a worker who was using a
blower to clear the car park off freshly cut grass! Eventually, we managed to locate most
of our target birds including Sunda Pygmy Woodpecker, Geltatiied Gerygone and

Pied Triller. We also located an Osprey and five Little Terns at the adjacent reservoir.

Our next stop was the Singapore Botanic Gardens. Our target was the Spotted Wood Owl.
It had been roosting in a big fig tree in a car park and | was hoping ta.fingick was



not with us however, for we found the tree in fruit with lots of Asian Glossy Starlings,
Coppersmith Barbet arféink-necked Green Pigeons but no owl.

Asian Glossy Starling\plonis panayensiat Botanic Gardens, Singaporéhoto © Colin
Campbell

At 5.00 pm, we left the Botanic Gardens for Changi Village Hotel. We arrived just before
6.00 pm and still managed to squeeze in some birding into dusk locating a family of
Oriental Pied Hornbills, scores of Rbdeasted Parakesta Little Tern fishing at Sungei
Changi and an Ashy Tailorbird before calling it quits.

We ended Day Three on 95 species, combining Panti, Kranji, Botanic Gardens and
Changi Beach Park.



CoppersmitiBarbetMegalaima haemacephat Botanic Garden§ingapore. Photo ©
Colin Campbell

It was a very successful trip. Three days and 145 species including our major target of
Rail Babbler despite the late season and rainy wedttiker highights included White
bellied Woodpecker, Wrinkled Hornbill, Rufowsllared Kingfisher, Scarleumped
trogon, Reebearded Beeater, Malaysian Hawk Cuckoo, Jambu Fruit Dove, Cinnamon
headed Green Pigeon, Buffy Fish Owl, Black Magpie, Bleapped Babbler and White
bellied Erphonis.



Species List

Great ArgusArgusianus argus

Sunda Pygmy WoodpeckBendrocopus moluccensis
Rufous WoodpeckeCeleus brachyurus
White-bellied WoodpeckeDryocopus javensis
Banded Woodpeckd?icus miniaceus
Crimsonwinged Woodpeckdricus puniceus
Checkerthroated Woodpeckdricus mentalis
Common GoldenbacRinopium javanense
Buff-rumped Woodpeckevleiglyptestristis
Greyandbuff WoodpeckeHemicircus concretus
Redcrowned BarbeMegalaima rafflesii
Yellow-crowned BarbeMegalaima henricii
Blue-eared Barbetegalaima australis
CoppersmittBarbetMegalaima haemacephala
Brown BarbetCalorhmaphus fuliginosus
Oriental Pied HornbiAnthracoceros albirostris
Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus
Bushycrested HornbilAnorrhinus galeritus
Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus

Wreathed HornbilAceros undulais
Scarletrumped TrogorHarpactes duvaucelii
Oriental DollarbirdEurystomus orientalfs
Rufousbacked KingfisheCeyx rufidorsa
Banded Kingfishetacedo pulchella
White-throated KingfisheHalcyon smyrnensis
Collared KingfisheiTodiramphus cloris*
Rufouscollared KingfisheActenoides concretus
Redbearded BeeaterNyctyornis amictus
Malaysian HawkcuckooHierococcyx fugax
Indian CuckodCuculus micropterus

Plaintive CuckodCacomantis merulinus

Violet CuckooChrysococcyx xanthorhynchus
AsianDrongocuckooSurniculus lugubris

Ra f f 1 e s > RhaeMeophkeoshchlorophaeus
Chestnutbreasted MalkohBhaenicophaeus curvirostris
Blue-rumped ParroPsittinus cyanurus
Blue-crowned Hanging Parraforiculus galgulus
Tanimbar Corell&Cactua goffint

Redbreasted ParakeBsittacula alexandri
Long-tailed Paraked®sittacula longicauda
Glossy SwiftletCollocalia esculenta

Edible-nest SwiftletCollocalia fuciphaga
Silver-rumped SpinetaiRhaphidura leucopygialis



Brown-backed NeedletaHirundapusgiganteus
House SwiftApus nipalensis

Greyrumped TreeswifHemiprocne longipennis
Whiskered TreeswifHemiprocne comata

Buffy Fish OwlKetupa ketupu

Common PigeoiColumba livig

Spotted Dovestreptopelia chinensis

Common Emerald Dov€halcophaps indica
Zebra DoveGeopelia striata

Cinnamonheaded Green Pigedmeron fulvicollis
Little Green Pigeoireron olax

Pink-necked Green Pigedireron vernans
Jambu Fruit Dovétilinopus jambu

Great Crested Ter@terna bergif

Little Tern Sterna albifron$

OspreyPandion haliaetus

Oriental HoneybuzzardPernis ptilorhyncus
Brahminy KiteHaliastur indug

White-bellied Sea Eaglelaliaeetus leucogaster
Crested SerperdgagleSpizaetus cirrhatus
Changeable Hawk Eagipizaetus cirrhatus
Grey HerorArdea cinere&

Purple HerorArdea purpure&

Great EgreCasmerodius albds

Cattle EgreBubulcus ibi%

Striated HerorButorides striatus

Dusky BroadbillCorydon sumatranus

Banded BroadbilEurylaimus javanicus
Black-andyellow BroadbillEurylaimus ochromalus
Green BroadbilCalyptomena viridis
Goldenbellied Gerygoné&erygone sulphurea
Asian Fairybluebirdlrena puella

Greater Green Leafbir@hloropsis sonnerati
Lesser Green Leafbit@hloropsis cyanopogon
Blue-winged LeafbirdChloropsis cochinchinensis
Rail BabblerEupetes macrocerus

Black MagpiePlatysmurus leucopterus

House CrowCorvus splenderis

Largebilled CrowCorvus macrorhynchos
Dark-throated OrioleOriolus xanthonotus
Black-naped Oriolériolus chinensis
Bar-bellied Cuckooshrik€oracina striata
PiedTriller Lalage nigr&

Scarlet MinivetPericrocotus speciosus
Black-winged FlycatcheshrikeHemipus hirundinaceds
Greater Racketailed DrongadDicrurus paradiseus



Black-naped Monarcklypotymis azurea
Common loraAegithina tiphi&

Green loraAegithina virdissima

Rufouswinged Philentom&hilentoma pyropterum
Grey-chested JungiflycatcherRhinomyias umbratilis
Oriental Magpierobin Copsychus saularis
White-rumped Sham@&opsychusnalabaricus
White-crowned ForktaiEnicurus leschenauiti
Asian Glossy Starling\plonis panayensis
Common MynaAcridotheres tristis
White-vented MynaAcridotheres javanicus
Common Hill MynaGracula religiosa
Velvetfronted NuthatclSitta frontalis

Pacific SwallowHirundo tahitica

Black-headed BulbuPycnonotus aiceps
Yellow-vented BulbuPycnonotus goaivier
Olive-winged BulbulPycnonotus plumosus
Creamvented BulbuPycnonotus simplex

Asian Redeyed BulbulPycnonotus brunneus
Spectacled BulbuPycnonotus erythopthalmos
Yellow-bellied BulbulAlophoixusphaeocephalus
Hairy-backed Bulbullricholestes criniger
Buff-vented Bulbulole olivacea

Streaked Bulbulxos malaccensis
Yellow-bellied PriniaPrinia flaviventrig

Oriental WhiteeyeZosterops palpebrostis
Ever et t-éyaZosliogs everett
Common Tdorbird Orthotomus sutorius
Dark-necked Tailorbirddrthotomus atrogularis
Rufoustailed TailorbirdOrthotomus sericeus
White-chested BabbleFrichastoma rostratum
Shorttailed BabbleMalacocincla malaccensis
Black-capped BabblePellornerum capistratum
Moustached Babblévlalacopteron magnirostre
Sootycapped BabbleMalacopteron affine
Rufousfronted BabbleStachyris rufifrons
Grey-headed Babblegtachyris poliocephala
Black-throated BabbleBtachyris nigricollis
Chestnutrumped BabbleBtachyris macula
Chestnuwinged BabbleStachyris erythroptera
Striped TitbabblerMacronous gularis
White-bellied YuhinaYuhina zantholeuca
Yellow-breasted Flowerpeck@rionochilus maculatus
Orangebellied Flowerpeckebicaeum trigonostigma
Plain SunbirdAnthreptes implex

Brown-throated Sunbirdnthreptes malacengis



Redthroated Sunbirdnthreptes rhodolaema
Ruby-cheeked Sunbirdnthreptes singalensis
Purplenaped SunbiréHypogramma hypogrammicum
Olive-backed Sunbirdlectarinia jugularig

Little SpiderhunteArachndherra longirostris
Thick-billed SpiderhunteArachnothera crassirostris
Yellow-eared Spiderhuntérachnothera chrysogenys
Grey-breasted Spiderhunt@rachnothera affinis
Paddyfield PipitAnthus rufulus

Scalybreasted Munidonchura punctulata

(An asterisk (*) indicates a species not recorded from Panti Forest Reserve.)



