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It was still dark when we arrived at the end of Rifle Range Road, so we took out our
torches. ACollared Scops Owlhooted nearby as if to wish us luck. About 200 metres
into our walk, we got out luck. There were thig®wn Hawk Owls just off the main

path. We tried to find them but they were too high up. Back on the path, we tried to lure
the birds out by way of a elt tape playback. As if on cue, one bird came to perch on a
dead tree, giving us repeated views, as it flew off and came back on differentsperche
before eventually droppinfgom view.

Happy with the owl sighting, we moved on and soon found the forgst\waith calls as

the diurnal birds started to rouse from their slumber. At the boardwalk leading to
MacRitchie Reservoir, wleard the last of the owls as we emerge to find two raptors
calling. There was €hangeable Hawk Eaglecalling at the golf coursarea and &rey-
headed Fish Eaglecalling in the forests in front of us. We searched every likely tree but
failed to find the fish eaglé\ pair of White-breasted Waterhenskept us amused as we
waited for more birds.

Later, we tried looking at the edgd the golf course and found a casuarina full of birds.
There were 6Asian Fairy-bluebirds, all males(!), 5Thick-billed Green Pigeons a
Black-naped Oriole, someAsian Glossy Starlingsand onéWhite-vented Mynas Five
species at one donice!

Back at tle reservoir, we resumed our search forghssive Grey-headed Fish Eagle

and were pleasantly surprised when not one but two birds flew in, perched for a short
while and then flew off to land on different trees. Then, a strange thing happened. Both
birds \ocalized, one after the other, filling the area with some btwodling sounds.
Happy with such a spectacle and with close views of the raptor, we moved on and found
a wonderful fig tree laden with fruitsand birds!

A Red-crowned Barbetflew off as wesearched antbcated a place to scan the burst of
feeding activity at the fruiting Waringin Tree at the edge of the golf course. Most of the
birds werePink-necked Green Pigeonand Asian Glossy Starlings We also found
Coppersmith Barbet, 6 Thick-billed Green Pigeonstwo femaleJambu Fruit Doves
manyAsian Fairy-bluebirds, Black-naped Oriolesand a number of bulbuls.

We spent close to an hour scanning the tree before we decided to move on. The only
moments when we looked elsewhere was whdapmnese Parrowhawk showed up

and sent all the small birds scattering an8tark-billed Kingfisher cackled and we

found it perched on a low branch at the far shore of the reservoir.

Happy with the bird feast, we walked back towards the forest and found a trbopgsf
tailed Macaquesforaging and feeding on yellow fungi.
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A Long-tailed MacaquéMacaca nemestrinat MacRitchie Reservoir. Photo © Lim Kim
Seng

As we walked towards the old pumphouse, we stumbled upon a gathering of babblers.
There were severdbtriped Tit-babblers as well as oneChestnutwinged and two
Short-tailed Babblers, all making their own songs and making the place sound like a
party in progress!

The walk out of the forest was uneventful except for a close up look at anAsdrit
Drongo-cuckoo.

We had a breakfast of coffee aruti prata at a coffee shop before resuming our tour
with a visit to Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve. The tide was rising when we reached the
river. Scanning, we found a couplelattle Egrets but no crocodile.

At the main hide, we found a group of students doing their projects. As it was too noisy,
we decided to move out to the sluice gates on the right hand side of the main hide. Here,
the mud was exposed and we had a huge congregation of waterbirds. lonadiB

Little Egrets and oné€Yellow-billed Egret, we also located about 500 shorebirds of eight
species.Whimbrel made up the majority of the group, with the rest made up of
Common RedshankMarsh Sandpiper, Common Greenshank Common Sandpiper,

Curlew Sandpiper, Pacific Golden Plover and Lesser Sand Plover



After sorting out the shorebirds, we moved on but found little bird activity due to the time
of the day. At one spot of old mangrove, we were lucky to stumble upon a small bird
wave. Herewe found anAsian Paradise Flycatchereating two katydids within a few
minutes anAsian Brown Flycatcher, aPied Fantail and 2Arctic Warblers .

| suggested a stop at Hide 1C and was rewarded by the sight of another group of waders,
mainly plovers. Scaring with my binoculars, | was able to pick up a léeat Knot,

the first of the winter and a | ifer for
anything new. The rest of the walk was uneventful except foOsprey observed
finishing its meal aPulau Buloh.

We cooled off at the cafeteria with some drinks before heading for |&sctve left the
carpark, we were lucky to stumble upon a sradd#igant Bronzeback a snake, moving
across the tarmac into the grass verge.

y

Bill and Jacki at Swei Buloh Wetland Reserve. Photo © Lim Kim Seng

After lunch, wemoved on to the open countryside at Kranjsearch of more birds and
especially those that we have seen pet expected of birding in midfternoon, it was



very slow going and we wadkl through the open woods without seeing anythihgn, a

soft trill signaled the presence ofSsinda Pygmy Woodpecker Checking the albizia
trees, we soon found him high up on a broken branch. With some effort, both Bill and
Jackie got views before itgshppeared.

About 500 metres down the road, we were surprised by two cars speeding along this
desolate country road. The second car was especially reckless and almost knocked us
down. | surmised that they were workers at the pumping station rushing beclaraf
extended |l unch. That however didnot Jjustify

We got our minds back on birding when we found Black Bazason the side of the
road. They were shy and we only managed scope views but these were great.

At the NSS pond, we waited bdti d n 6t see muWParple Herorcsepvé f or a
headed back out. As we walked back on the road, we ftued different kingfisher

perching on different sections thfe fence bordering the canal. There were Gaonmon

Kingfishers and aBlack-cappedKingfisher. Later on, we also tond awWhite-throated

Kingfisher. Along the way, we also saw three differ&town Shrikes and an adult

Lesser Coucal plus another encounter with vehicles speeding out from the pumping

station. We were surprised as thesduded the two speeding cars we saw just an hour

earlier. Getting off work early?

Shortly after 5.00 pm, we were back at the hotel and it was time for goodbyes. We had
done well. In just ten hours of birding, we logged 90 species of birds including 5

kingfishers and 7 raptors. Of the 79 species seen on the day, Bill saw 69 species.
Fantastic!

Species List
Birds

Nomencl ature, sequence and taxonomy foll ows
Singaporeo.

Sunda Pygmy WoodpeckBrendrocopusnoluccesis
Banded Woodpeckd?icus minaceus

Redcrowned BarbeMegalaima rafflesii
Coppersmith Barbd¥legalaima haemacephala
Oriental Pied HornbilAnthracoceros albirostris
Oriental DollarbirdEurystomus orientalis

Common KingfisheAlcedo atthis

Stork-billed KingfisherPelargopsis capensis
White-throated KingfisheHalcyon smyrnensis



Black-capped KingfisheHalcyon pileata
Collared KingfishefModiramphus chloris
Blue-tailed BeeeaterMerops viridis

Asian DrongecuckooSurniculus lugubris
Asian KoelEudynamyscolopacea

Lesser CoucaCentropus bengalensis
Redbreasted ParakeBsittacula alexandri
Long-tailed ParakedPsittacula longicauda
Collared Scops OwDtus lempijf

Brown Hawkow! Ninox scutulata
Common Pigeoi©olumba livia

Spotted Dovestreptopelia chinesis

Zebra DoveGeopelia striata

Pink-necked Green Pigedireron vernans
Thick-billed Green Pigeoiireron curvirostra
Jambu Fruit Dove@tilinopus jambu
White-breasted Waterhelmaurornis phoenicurus
WhimbrelNumenius phaeopus

Common Redshankringa totanus

Marsh Sandpipefringa stagnatilis
Common Greenshankinga nebularia
Common Sandpipéfringa hypoleucos
Great KnotCalidris tenuirostris

Curlew Sandpipe€alidris ferruginea
Pacific Golden Ploverluvialis fulva

Lesser Sand Plov&haradrius mongolus
Swift Tern Sterna bergii

White-winged TernChlidonias leucopterus
OspreyPandion haliaetus

Black BazaAviceda leuphotes

Crested Honey Buzzafernis ptilorhyncus
Brahminy KiteHaliastur indus
Grey-headed Fish Eaglehthyophaga ichthyaetus
Japanese Sparrowhkwccipiter gularis
Changeable Hawk Eagipizaetus cirrhatus
Little EgretEgretta garzetta

Grey HerormArdea cinerea

Purple HerorArdea purpurea

Great EgreCasmerodius albus
Yellow-billed EgretMesophoyx intermedia
Cattle EgreBubulcus ibis

Striated Heon Butorides striatus
Goldenbellied Gerygoné&erygone sulphuréa
Asian Fairybluebirdlrena puella

Brown ShrikeLanius cristatus

Largebilled CrowCorvus splendens



Black-naped Oriolériolus chinensis

Pied TrillerLalage nigra

Ashy MinivetPericrocotusdivaricatus

Pied FantaiRhipidura javanica

Greater Racketailed DrongdDicrurus paradiseus
Asian ParadisdélycatcherTerpsiphone paradisi
Common loraAegithina tiphia

Asian Brown FlycatcheMuscicapa dauurica
Siberian Blue Robihuscinia cyang
OrientalMagpierobin Copsychus saularis
White-rumped Sham@opsychus malabarictis
Asian Glossy Starling\plonis panayensis
White-vented MynaAcridotheres javanicus
Common Hill MynaGracula religiosa

Barn SwallowHirundo rustica

Pacific SwallowHirundo tahitica

Yellow-vented BulbuPycnonotus goaivier
Olive-winged BulbulPycnonotus plumosus
Creamvented BulbuPycnonotus simplex
Asian Redeyed BulbulPycnonotus brunneus
Yellow-bellied PriniaPrinia flaviventris
Common TailorbirdOrthotomus sutorius
Dark-necked Tdorbird Orthotomus atrogularis
Ashy TailorbirdOrthotomus ruficeps

Arctic WarblerPhylloscopus borealis
White-crested LaughingthrugBarrulax leucolophus
Shorttailed BabbleMalacocincla malaccensis
Chestnutwinged BabbleStachyris erythroptera
Striped TitbabblerMacronous gularis
Scarletbacked Flowerpeckddicaeum cruentatum
Brown-throated Sunbirdnthreptes malacensis
Olive-backed Sunbirdlectarinia jugularis
Crimson SunbirdAethopyga siparaja

Eurasian Tree SparrolRasser montanus
Scalybreated MuniaLonchura punctulata

(An asterisk indicates heard only.)

Mammals

Long-tailed Macaquélacaca nemestrina
Plantain SquirreCallosciurus notatus
Slender Squirrebundasciurus tenuis



Reptiles
Common Sun Skinkabuya multifasciata

ElegantBronzebackDendrelaphis formosus
Malayan Water MonitoWaranus salvator

A view of Sungei Buloh at high tide. Photo © Lim Kim Seng



