Birding Singaporéd{10 October 2009)

Reported by Lim Kim Seribigbill@yahoo.com

I met my clientsMrs Salaeda, Mr & Mrs Fujie antirs Horikawaall from Tokyoputside their hote]

at 06h30 and proptly headedo our first stop, Singapore Botanic Gardens. All of them were birding

for the first time in Singapore although Mrs Sakaeda had been in Singapore many years earlier. Their
main objectives were to see some of the colourful tropical birds that SoutheastiAtamous for

and to photograph some of these birdghe tourwas to last for two days.

We arrived at the Singapore Botanic Gardens at 07p8@mptly unloaded our gear and walked to

the Symphony LakeThe birds were abouBoth Asian Glossy and Daurigtarling swirled around

like some avian locusBluecrowned Hanging Parrots zipped over and one was obliging enough to
perch on a palm frond for photos. Other birds included a brilliant male Common Goldenback, a nice
flock of Pinknecked Green Pigeon armkst of all, a Storkilled Kingfisher that was perchecgtry
cooperativelyin the morning light as it watched for fish below. Walking around the lake, we saw
both Lesser and Wandering Whistling Ducks, Banded Woodpecker, Oriental Dollarbird, Guithred
Gommon Kingfishes, Longtailed Parakeet Common Sandpipeand a tame Whitébreasted
Waterhen. Nearby Palm Valley produced Oriental Magpie Robin, a few Asian Palm Swifts and up to
twenty circling Greyumped Treeswifts.

Storkbilled Kingfisher and Baled Woodpecker at Botanic Gardeddvir Fujie

We walked around Ginger Garden but none of its famed visitors and residents were around, so we
retreated to the heliconia beds at the Symphony Lake. Unfortunately, only-Gdisleed Sunbird was
present. We ldf the lakeat 09h15to the sounds of a distant Lineated Barbet, apparently a first
record of this invasive species here.
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Lesser Whistling Ducks at Symphony LBkéanic Gardenby Mrs Sakaeda

Our next stop was Mandai Orchid Gardens. We entered the gat09h30 and were soon in the
famed ginger patch looking for the nectarivores. Sure enough, as soon as we entered the area, we
were surrounded by up to five Little Spiderhunters, a brilliantly coloured male Crimson Sunbird, up
to three Olivebacked Sunbis and a pair of Browthroated Sunbirds. Sakaeda and friends were
very busy during the one hour stop here as they tried their best shots with their camérasik to

the other end produced Whit¢hroated Kingfisher, Olivevinged and Redvhiskered Bulbls, Dark
necked Tailorbird and two adult Whieellied Sea Eagles dancing in late morning thermals.

Crimson Sunbird and Little Spiderhunter at Mandai Orchid Garden © Mr Fujie

Mission accomplished with the sunbirds and spiderhunters, we had & duich in Woodlands
before travelling to our next stop, Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve.

We spent three hours scouring the main pond and had superb views of the waterbirds. There was a
flock of about 70 Little Egrets and one Great Egret. It was high tidevarmglickly proceeded to Hide

1C where all the roosting shorebirds were. Here, we spent over an hour sorting out and enjoying the
sight of a few thousand plovers and sandpipers comprising 13 species. The star of the show was a
surprise Greytailed Tattler. Notable nonbird animals seen were a small Estuarine Crocodile at the
main river and an even smaller Mangrove Pit Viper.



We ended our first day at Bukit Batok Nature Park. Here in the woodiabdat, we searched for
and found all the Batok specialitiesThese included five very photogenic Whitested
Laughingthrushes, two Straleaded Bulbuls, a female Laced Woodpecker, up to 13 Glossy
Swiftlets, 42 Longpiled Parakeets and, finally in the failing light, one Lineated Barbet perched on a
nearby Acaci&ree. We said goodbye to Bukit Batok at 18h30 and then drove back to the hotel.

Lineated Barbet at Bukit Batok Nature Parid Thiclbilled Green Pigeon at Island Club R@allr Fujie

Day Two started for us at the Island Club Road at 06h45 in wet erdtimdeterred, we got our
ponchos and umbrellas and started the walk to the Central Catchment Nature Reserve. Birding was
tough as the dark clouds sabotaged our efforts to detect what little bird activity there was. Luckily
our trek to the Ranger Statiomas brightened by the discovery of a small flock of Fhittkd Green
Pigeons on a fruiting fig, a female Asian Paradise Flycatcher and up to 50 Daurian Starlings. At the
Ranger Station, it started pouring and we opted to wait. After half an hour, timelightened to a

drizzle and we continued our walk to Jelutong Tower, picking up Greater Rai&dt Drongo,
White-rumped Shama, Asian Regted Bulbul, Arctic Warbler and Crimson Sunbird. There was also a
flock of over 100 swiftlets feeding in the rainhere were few birds around and we were soon back

at the carpark.

After a quick stopover foroti prata and warm drinksto revitalise our spiritswe had lunch at
Simpang Bedok and thdreaded for Changi Villager more birding Here, around noon, wiwoked
around the old angsanas for our next quagyhe parrot tribe! Mobs of Reebreasted Parakeets
zoomed about with some in their nest cavities and offered some great photographic opportunities.
There were also three Tanimbar Corellas and a chanceueer with two Oriental Pied Hornbills. A
singing Goldebellied Gerygonserenaded udut remained out of sights we walked to the nearby
Changi Point Ferry Terminal.



Redbreasted Parakeets and Tanimbar Corellas at Changi Village © Mr Fujie

After a short sea crossing, weere at Pulau Ubin by 13h30. It was warm thankfullydry and we
checked out the Sensory Trail first. It was quiet initially but once we got out to the open ponds, we
were rewarded by our first sighting of Oriental Pied Hornbills. They were magnifisehty flew to

perch for scope views. Back on the road, we walked to the Malay Village and stopped for some
drinks.

Break time at Pulau Ubi& Mrs Sakeda



Refreshed after the short break, we took the road to Pekan Quarry in an attempt to find theeelus
Red Junglefowl. But it was not to be. We heard one or two calls but they were distant and not
responsive. Luckily, once we reached Pekan Quarry, the birds put on a good show. There were the
usual Grey Herons and Little Egrets as well as a pair of t&lrieied Hornbills, Crested Honey
Buzzard, Tiger Shrike and Whiteoated Kingfisher.

On board the ferry heading f@hangi Poin® Mrs Horikawa

We left Ubin at 16h30 and headed for our final stop, the open country at Lorong Halus. Once we
cleared those wful speed lumps, we saw up to 250 Daurian Starlings flying about a fig tree and also
located a Coppersmith Barbet on a dead tree. A check of the stream near the pet hotel revealed the
usual waterbirds, and Whiteeaded and Scalyreasted Munias. As the light weailing fast, we
called it a day at 18h45 and it was back to the hotel for my guests after another fruitful day.

White-throated Kingfisher and Whiteeaded Munia at Lorong Halus © Mr Fujie



