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 Two unfortunate logistic problems delayed our early morning start and by the time my client, Dave, 

an American birder, and I reached the forest at Central Catchment Nature Reserve, it was too bright 

for owls and nightjars, and we focussed on finding what diurnal lowland rainforest species we could 

locate.  

We arrived at MacRitchie Reservoir at 07h00, in somewhat foggy conditions. A prowling Purple 

Heron was our first bird on the shores of the lake. The other birds were slow off the starting blocks 

but we were soon cheered by the noisy antics of a pair of Stork-billed Kingfishers that were chasing 

each other around. Soon, the sky was full of hundreds of Blue-tailed Bee-eaters as they dispersed 

over the forest. A Banded Woodpecker was also picked off a rattan, a couple of Oriental Dollarbirds 

and passing flocks of globally near-threatened Long-tailed Parakeets. At the trees around the golf 

course, we picked up Common Iora, Oriental Magpie Robin and a Lineated Barbet in a fruiting Indian 

Rubber Tree. We heard the globally near-threatened Grey-headed Fish Eagle but could not connect 

with it despite searching virtually every tree along the reservoir. A Brown Shrike perched in a distant 

bush was however a good find. 
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Babbler, the rarely-seen Rufous-tailed Tailorbird and a friendly flock of Striped Tit-babblers.  The 

many joggers were making it rather unnerving birding and we opted for the nicer surrounds of 

WŜƭǳǘƻƴƎ ¢ƻǿŜǊΦ IŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ŜȅŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŀƛƴŦƻǊŜǎǘ and were able to enjoy 

fly-by views of Crested Honey Buzzard, White-bellied Sea Eagle and Japanese Sparrowhawk. The 

brightly coloured Brown-throated Sunbirds and Orange-bellied Flowerpeckers also obliged with good 

close up views. A walk to the Ranger Station produced the delightful Chestnut-bellied Malkoha. 

Walking back to MacRitchie Reservoir, we picked up and scoped the much desired Grey-headed Fish 

Eagle on a dead tree and quickly headed to our car. It was 10h30 and we had already 39 species in 

the bag. There was to be one more surprise before we reached our car. Upon descending an 

overhead bridge to our transport, Dave stumbled upon a two-metre long Reticulated Python nestled 

on the edge of the busy main road.  It was the first live wild python I have seen in Singapore. Dave 

took some photos and away we went. 
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Reticulated Python at Sime Road By Dave Roelen 

Next was a quick Indian breakfast of prata and teh tarik at Casuarina Road. Refreshed, we headed 

for the wetlands of Sungei Buloh, in the northwest of Singapore. We reached it at 13h30, just after 

the high tide.  



 

Paradise Tree Snake swallowing a Changeable Lizard at Sungei Buloh By Dave Roelen 

It was very warm despite the cloudy sky and we headed for the hides at the main pond for our main 

target , the shorebirds.  We had our next snake encounter just past the toilets right next to the path. 

There was a one-metre long Paradise Tree Snake and it was in the process of devouring a 

Changeable Lizard in clear view of many human observers. We took some shots before we left the 

snake to have its meal alone, keen to check out what the tide has pushed to Sungei Buloh. 

As expected, the main attraction was the many hundreds of shorebirds congregated at Hide 1C.  

Most of these were Whimbrel and Pacific Golden Plovers, with a smattering of redshanks, 

greenshanks and sand plovers. In all, we spotted ten shorebird species. Before we left the hide, we 

saw our third snake of the day, a small Mangrove Pit Viper nestled in a small mangrove just beside it, 

and also saw a Common Emerald Dove wandering on the pebbly trail.  



 

Mangrove Pit Viper at Sungei Buloh By Dave Roelen 

 

Back at the main river we were fortunate to bump into a family of Smooth Otters gallivanting in the 

water in plain sight of us.  

We also had a short detour into the nearby Kranji Nature Trail to for mangrove specialists but it was 

quiet and we only got Ashy Tailorbird. At the offshore kelong, we scoped for and found both Lesser 

Crested and Swift Terns. Heading back to the carpark, we flushed our fourth snake of the day, a nice-

looking Striped Bronzeback. This was the one that got away, eluding our attempts at photographing 

it as it slithered into the sea hollies. 

 Job done by 15h30, we travelled east to the sleepy coastal town of Changi at the other end of the 

main island. We had a lunch of the local speciality, Nasi Ayam Penyet, with cold drinks, before 

checking the nearby angsana trees for Red-breasted Parakeet and Tanimbar Corella. We also got a 

bonus in the form of a family of four Oriental Pied Hornbills! 

At 16h00, we arrived at the Changi Point Ferry Terminal and were able to reach Pulau Ubin by 

16h15. As it was rather late, we headed straight for the quarry and managed to connect with two 

King Quails, Sunda Pygmy Woodpecker and two more Oriental Pied Hornbills. The quarry itself 

produced Common, Collared and White-throated Kingfishers, up to 25 Grey Herons, and two raptors 

ς Brahminy Kite and White-bellied Sea Eagle.  


